


Confidential
TO 1WQO JIMmA

s
POOE DITCHING. ACTIVE VOLCANO. BOMB RANGE, \ PAUARDS
\-II
POOR DITCHING, JAPS ON EAST ISLAND \“ MAUG
CACFE (N WEST ISLAND \
BE
FATE DITCHIFG AT VIILAGE, SW SHORE, H"'..- ASUNCION

FRIENDLY NATIVES,

\

\

REST DITCHING ISLAND, FRIENDLY NATIVES * AGRIHAN
AT SW BEACHES, ".H
a0
1
\
¥O DITCFING. JAP GARRISON. A’ FAGAN

GOOD DITCHING ON WEST SIDE.

i
E ALAMAGARN
FRIEKDLY NATIVES AT SW VILLAGE. v
)
J-
|

KO DITCHING. BOME RANGE, GUGUAN
il
FOOR DITCHING, JAPS IN NW VITIAGE, : SARIGAN
{i.-
FOSSIBLE DITCFING SW PEACFES, JAPS IN NW VILLAGE. - ANATAHAN
POMB RAKGE. II
Y0 DITCHING, BFOME RANGE, I ’ MEDINLLA

‘ SAIPAN
. TINIAN

Confidential



confidential

AIR SEA RESCUE BULLETIN ¥O. 4

WITHERING VINE BECOMES LIFELINE,

South from IWO JIMA to SAIFAN, along the route of returning B-29's,
1ie the NORTHERN MARIANAS. Inhospitable though they may seem from the
alr they are, in fact, a natural life-line for airmen in distress. Yom
can take 1t from the records of successful ditchings along the chain and
augnent your briefing information from the records of a recent expedition
which visited the aix most favorable islande.

Sonsider these factors in plaaning to diteh if you're forced into
that unhappy situation:

(1) An 1sland is a fixed navigational reference - much easier to
find than a floatingz raft.

(2Y Ditching in the lee of aAn {eland isn't as rouzh on the anatomy of
plane apd personnel as an opén 8eA landing.

(1) The habit of eating and drinking becomes a cramped pastime aboard
s raft, and the islands offer all the ingredients of a firest-rate
lusa - seafpod, salads, cocoruts, pApaya, 1imes, mango, taro root,
chickens and 1ittle plgs.

(4) The natives are on our team and they kmow the signals.

(§) Except as noted, the {slands are now free of Nippon'e advance
agenta,

THRZZ A's YOR SATETY,

fnly friendly natives await your arrival at ALAMAGAN, AGETHAN
and ASUNCION. In mddition to their native food And drink - whi ch
should he used with caution - they have custody of rescue cachea and
will put out siznal panels to advise passing Dumbos of your vieit,
Landingz beaches in the lae of the lslands are excellent on AGRTHAN,
#nood on ALAMAGAN, rough but ready on ASUNCION. The other 1slands
4 the chain offer various hazards, as outlined in the following
paragraphs,
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STEPPING STONES TO SAIFAN.

FAJARDS, FARALLON DE (URACAS)

The name in Spanish means "birds” and thats what it'e for. It's a
voung ieland and is still kicking up quite a fuss, Sulpbur smoke and an
occasional buret of cindere discouragee mll vezetation on ites volcanie
glopes, The only beach 1s on the SE shore, backed by a low, green-topped
outlier which is a2 remnant of a previous volcanic cone. Yire men from
a dlitched B-29 landed on this cohble beach with their liferaftes, fired
£ smoke light at a paseing Dumbo and were picked np by an ATP on station
in that viecinity. The lack of water and food - other than youneg sea birds
and eggzs - makes FAJAROS an unlikely spot to ditech but it's better than
the open sem, come whet may - and that may be a Dumbo, =nd in short order,
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SUFFLY REEF,

This reef which 18 only seen at close range, offers gpo haven for
downed flyers, VMAUG is= ten miles SE, PAJAROS 30 miles WNW,

MATIG ISLANDS,

These three precipitous islande are all that is left of a volcanic
cone with the center blasted out by eruptive forces. The £,000 foot
lagoon looks like a natural for ditching but watch out for those treach-
arous air currents through the passages, TRetter set it down in the lee
of the group rather than in the lagoon.

The Jap "defenses" of these islande were found to be highly over-
rated, The "warehouses" and "sub-dase” turned out to be & pre.war fish
cEnnery - now bturned to the ground. The weather station and radio shack
and all quartera atop EAST ISLAND have long since been burned out and
demolished by many A buzz-boy and bomber. The expedition found where the
Jep Naval Aerologists had been existing - in caves on the east shore -
and one member of the perty caught one fleeting glimpse of 9 Nips crossing
a clearing in the trees, Remaining supplies were confiecated or destroy-
ed and cisterns were drained and demolieshed, Despite the fact that this
{eland offers the only natural food, other than sea_birds and shellfish,
it should be avoided until the Nips are ramoved, They may have rifles,

fur air-sea rescue cache of food, water, medical supplies and signal
gear was placed in a small cave at the base of the northernmost plnnacle
in the l1agoon at the base of a grassy slope opposite the saddle on WEST
ISLAND, (see the enclpsed chart after taking a deep breath), Shellfish
on the roeks in shallow water: sea-birde and eges on the slopes, and one
clump of pandanue and papayas on the crest are the only natural sources
of food. Ton't step into one of those glant clams - they operate like a
bear-trap. And avold the deep water where sharke and barracuda are ready
to take on all comers. Incidentally, the natives nse the "procesd with
caution" technique in dealing with sharks, Swim SLOWLY away from him.

Do not splash!

Lendings on the open-sea side of the islands should not be attempted,
Heavy surf, cliffed boulder beaches and fringing coral reefs make any
approach sxcept from the lagoon extremely hazardous!
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ASUNCION.

This quiescent voleanic cone with 1te perennial cloud cap and cinder
slides offers no first-rate beaches and not too mmch lee shore., Survival
chances however, are much better on ASUNCION than on PAJAROS or MAUG.
Under normal conditions of wind and current, ditching should be made off
the west shore and as close to the HARBOR VIILAGE as circumstances permit.

The boulder beach is rough but attainable in a rubber raft., Other
rough landings may be made NORTH and SQUTH of the HARBCR VILLAGE tmt the
NORTH and EAST shores of ASUNCION should be avoided inasmuch as they
of fer only limited boulder beaches at the base of treacheroue rock slides.

Once ashore, contact ANTONIO SABLAN at the HARBOR VIILAGE for infor-
mation and assistance., The natives know all about the native foods but take
care in eating anything from the soll, including pigs and chickens, which
hee not been thoroughly cooked. Coconut milk ~nd meat is the exception
énd is very ssatisfying to thirst and hunger. It will give you a case of
"gotta_go" 1f too mmch meat is eaten withomt other food to balance your
diet., ANTONIO SABLAN has custody of an air.sea rescue cache and two white
canvas weather etrips to be laid out parallel on the grasey point of land
Juet NOETH of the HARBOR VILLAGE ae & signal to passing search and Dumbe
planes,

The native women are less inhibited - insofar as CLOTHING is concerned -
than on the other ieslands of this group. FHowever; this doesn't invite any
efforts at closer liaison. And don't forget that YAWS is a contact disease!
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AGETHAN .

There is no question that this is the finest ieland of the chain for
ditching - if you have any choice. The size ( 5 miles by 3 miles ) and
height (3166') offer the best lee of any available island in the group.
The long, black send beach on the SOUTHWEST shore and the ten boulder
beaches &t intervals of a mile or less around the remaining shore, make
landings less hazardous. Food 1s plentiful and the natives are most
helpful.

Any ditching or bail-out ehould be directed at the SOUTEWEST BEACE,
and SOUTH VILLAGE area where a combination of excellent beaches, lee shore
condltions, extensive coconut elopes, 8nd friendly natives welcome the
distressed flyers, A strong current will tend to carry swimmers toward
the SOUTH tip of the 1sland and there ie a heavy undertow off the beach.
The natives have one outrigger dugout which may be called into action
for rescue missions. The windwerd shore and interior of the island are
extremely ruzeed and should be avoided, If you muet use it an ox-cart
road connects the DESERTED VILIAGE (SE) with the SOUTH VILLAGE and a trail

rune NORTH to the COPRA FUTS,

The man to deal with i{s VINCENTE METAD at the SOUTH VILLAGE, He is the
recosnized leader of the natives and holds the keye to the storeroom where
tha air-sea rescue cache and signal panels were depoeited. Felp the natives
to 'ay ~ut the panels in parallel stripe on the black sand beach below the
SOUTH VILLAGE then relax and let the natives tell you which of the many foods
you may choose from to satisfy your thirst and hunger., Just as a sugegestion
there are abundant plant foods such as coconuts, palm shoots, papaya, bread-
fruit, mango, lemons, oranges, taro root, yams, sugar csne, pineapple,
tomatoes and chil{ peppers. Meat may be prepared from sea-birds, giant
lizards, wild gzoats, chickens, pigs, shellfieh, inshore fieh or coconut
crabs - all of whiech should be thoroughly cooked., Water from the clsterns
and rain barrel should be bolled before using.

If time hangs heavy on your hands a search for the "pirate" cache of
"geveral" million Peruvian gold pesos might uncover sgmething - but don't
let that keep you from maintaining a watch for the Dumbo who will be look-
ing for you.
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PAGAN. (Sour Grapes on that Wilting Vine)

This is the only island of the NORTHERN MARIANAS on which the Nips
have any defense, Freliminary interrogetion of natives who escaped from
PAGAN in March of 1944 indicate that there were 2,000 garrison troops
&t that time and that food was a problem even before shipping was cut
off. The airfield is complately non-operational as are the six air.
craft seenm in the reguler photographic coverage. Pecco and practice
missions over the {sland in recent months have seen no flak, although
photo interpretation shows guns to be there, AVCID PAGAN! If you must,
A1tch at AGRIAAN (34 miles NORTH) or ALAMAGAF (27 miles SCUTH),
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ALAMAGAN .

Despite its small eize (2 miles equare) ALAMAGAN ie second only to
AGRIFAK as & haven for ditching eireraft, Put it down close in on the
Eigg side and try to make elther the SOUTHWEST or WORTFWEST BEACHES whers
landings with a rubber boat or life_-raft are much easier and contact with
the friendly natives may be established, Between the two resches on the
WVEST SHORE a eucceseful ditching was mccomplished in December of 1044 and
All hands were saved, That crew elid their dying F-20 up on the coral
shelf, atepped into the 11fe_rafte with only a broken tibim to ehow for
lt. Within five houra they were aboard a DD and on their wey home. The
netives later recovered all loose items in the plene, had them neatly
placed with their own salveged belongings in the thatched shack serving
as & temporary Chapel,

A native trall, high on the grassy rliffs, connects the YORTH and
SOUTH VILLAGES., Vake your way to the SOUTH VILLAGE where JO
will see to your wants #nd lead you to the air-sea rescue cache (in
the Chepel), Fe aleo has custody of the signal panels (parallel strips
on the beach tell the Dumbo that you're needing a 1ift homeward),

Tou'll have no troutle in subsisting, what with coconuts, sguash,
peppers, "wild" chickens, shellfish, and inshore fishing from the outrigger
dugoute at efther village, The water in the cisterns 1e foul and should
not be ueed, Devise your own rainwater catchment and get by with coconut
Juice eand limes until it rains.
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GUGUAN

This ia another of those voleeniec 1slands which 18 stil] bullding
- when the big boys aren't tearing it down with their practice bombing,
Beaches are almost as scarce aes palm trees, of which there are none.
Natives and Jape 21ike have scorned ite rocky shores, Better to do
likewise and stop at ALAMAGAN, 16 miles to the NORTH,
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SARIGAR .

Ditching on SARIGAN should be attempted only as & last resort. It
offers a very small lee shore (1% miles), poor lending beaches, no friendly
natives, unfriendly Jape, The Japs escaped from SAIPAN via ANATAEAN in
Detober and November of 1044 and at that time had T rifles and An American
cerbine whieh may or may not be operational, The natives, who were removed
to SAIFAF in May, believed that there were gomewhere between 5 and 17 Japs
remaining on BARIGAN. A plene crew, armed with 45's,  would probably
encounter no Trouble but small parties of unarmed survivors might be
taken into chmp.

Subsistence on native foods would not be difficult and if & rubber
bpat were available the air-sea rescue cnche at the SOUTH HEACH could be
recovered, This cache was left kigh in the rocks under &n overhanging
fault ledge at the EASTERN end of SOUTH SEACE, Thie beach is inacceseible

except from the sea and would bte dangeroue to approach ander southerly
wind conditions.
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ANATAHAR .

Jap survivore of small gerchant ships and escapees from SAIFAR
make up the total population of 7 to 29, according to native evacuees,
At one time they had 2 heavy machine guns and several rifles which the
netives were forced to keep in condition by pressing oil from coconute.
No natives remain.

With this information in mind, 1% would be well to choose & spot
well away from the NORTHWEST REACH for any proposed ditchinz, The
SOUTHWEST BEACH, due SOUTH of the high peak on the WEST end of the island,
Sffers the beat haven., Watch out that you don't come a cropper on the
offshore rocks - and there are many. The boulder beach is not the e~ftest
place to land but your rubber raft should cuehion the shock., Once ashore
you will find some shelter in the shacks on the beach or in Trocky caves,
Coconuts, bananas, papaya and seafood will give you a subsistencé menu
with sach {tems s the edible flying fox or fruit bat and the giant moneter
14zards to supplement the diet, Water in the cisterns MUST be boiled,

Don't attempt & crash landing or bailout in the crater! The floor
is deceivingly irregulsr snd highly {naccessible to the outeide world!

A11 in all, AFATAHAN {s not @& diteching haven and should te bypassed
for greener pestures,
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MEDINILLA.

This eliff-rirmed islet off the NORTH tip of SAIPAN is to be

assiduocusly avoided becaunse of its lack of beaches and it's designation
as a practice bombing target.

THE SUM AND SUBSTANCE.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(W)

(5)

(6)

(7

Ditching in the lee of any {sland is mafer than ditching in the
open sea., This is normally the WEST SIDE,

ASUNCION, AGRIFAN and ALAMAGAN have HO JAPS and 4o have FRIENWDLY
NATIVES. They are to be preferred.

In addition to the FREFERFED DITCHING ISLANDS, air-sea rescue
caches have been placed on MAUG and SARIGAN, Stay away from the
Jap occupied portions of these islands unless your CREW {s ABRMED,

Keep on alert watch and stand ready to signal the DOMBO when he
comes A'looking.

Drink ONLY freshly caught rainwater or green coconut juice. Eat
HAY only fruits and some shellfish - cook ALL vegetables And meats.

Get in toueh with the natives on ASINCION, AGRIFAN and ALAMAGAN
and 1et them help you - but don't LIVE WITH THEM!

If your Dumbo or base kmows that you're in trouble and heading
for an island - we'll heve you home tefore you've learned how to
pronounce the name of "your" ieland - maybe sooner.
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ALUARL THE LIFE RAFT,
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WATER.

DO NOT DRINK ANY WATER THE FIRST 24 HOURS,

DO NOT DRINK CURING THE HEAT COF THE DAY,

KEEP COOL BY MOISTENING CLOTHES WITH SALT WATER, BUT DRY THEM
QUT SEFURE DARK.

RATION TO ALL MEN EQUALLY, EXCEPT INJURED INDIVIDUALS, ON BASIS
OF EXPECTED 7 CAY PERIOD.

IF YOU ARE NOT PICKED UP WITHIN L DAYS, CUT DOWN RATION SO
SUFPLY WILL LAST 7 MORE BAYS, ONE PINT OF WATER PER DAY WILL
KEEP A MAN ALIVE INDEFINITELY, 2 TO 8 OUNCES (8 OUNCES IS ONE
CUPFUL) %ILL KEEP HIY GOING SEVERAL WEEKS.

COLLECT RAIN WATER, EACH MAN SHOULD DRINK UP TO 1=1/2 QUARTS
THEN SUSPENL RATIONS FOR SEVERAL DAYS.

CRINK BLOOC FROM TURTLES AND SEA BIRCSeIF NECESSARY.

CHEW RAW FI1SH 3UT DO NOT TRY TO WRING OUT FISH.

WEAR MAE WEST AT ALL TIMES.

HREALTH.
TO AVOID SUNBURN, KEEP QUT OF SUN BY 'JEANS OF A SUNSHADE AND
WEAR CLOTHES COVERING WHOLE BODY--ROLL DOWN SLEEVES, DO NOT EX~-
POSE FEET, COVER NECK, HEAC AND FACE AS NECESS3ARY,

KEEP FEET, SEAT AND BACK FROM BECOMING COLC AND NUMS MASSAGE
THEM TO LAINT#IN ELOOD CIRCULATION IF THEY GET WET. ELEVATE
LEGS FOR 15 MINUTES TWICE CAILY.

CECISION TO WAIT FOR AIR=-5-A RESCUE,

WHEN TO REMAIN AT SEAL

IF YOUR POSITION i KNOWN OR YOU HAVE CO MUNICATED WITH A FRIEND=-
LY AIRCRAFT, S4IP, OR GROUND INSTALLATIOV,

IF AN UNINHABITED OR, AT LEAST UNFORTIFI=L ISLAND 1S NOT WITHIN
REASCMA3LE CISTANCE,

HOW TO ASS51ST IN YOUR RESCUE.

IS POSITIUN IS KNOWN OR YOU ARE ON YOUR GOURSE, PUT OUT SEA
ANCHOR AND TRY TGO AVOIC DRIFTING,

IF YOU ARE, OR “MAY 2Z, O-_ERVEC BY ENEUY AIRZRAFT OR SHIPS, PUT
UP BLUE SICE CF TARPAULIN, CR TURN CRAFT OVER SO BLUE SICE IS UP
AND LEAVE RAFT ZUT HOLD ON TO RAFT RIPE WHILE FLOATING NEAR:ZY.
USE YOUR SIGNALING EQUIPUENT TO ALVANTAGE,

KEEP FLARES AN_ SIGMVAL EQUIPMENT CRY.

0O NOT SHOOT FLARES OR USE SEA MARKERS UNLESS RESCUE PLANE OR
SHIF IS NEAR,

PRACTISE WITH SIGNAL MIRROR, WHICH CAN BE SEEN 10 MILES UNDER
FAVORASLE CONDITIONS,

USE GIBSON GIRL EMERGENCY TRANSLITTER, PARTICULARLY AT LS TO 18
AND L5 TO L3 MINUTES AFTER THE HUUR.

CECISION TO GO ASHORE,

IF YOU 4AVE NOT COMMUNICATEC WITH FRIENOLY INSTALLATIONS

IF THE SEA IS 50 ROUGH THAT IT IS UNLIKELY THAT RESCUE PLANES

OR SHIPS WILL 3EE YoOu.

IF THERE AFE JAP FISHING BOATS TYAT ARE APT TO SPOT YOU.

IF THERE ARE 1S AN ISLANC “ITHIN REASONA“LE DISTANCE THAT OFFERS
GOOD OPPORTUNITY FOR SURVIVAL AND FREECOM FROM CAPTURE.










