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AIR SEA RESCUE BULLETIN ¥O. 4

WITHERING VINE BECOMES LIFELINE,

South from IWO JIMA to SAIFAN, along the route of returning B-29's,
1ie the NORTHERN MARIANAS. Inhospitable though they may seem from the
alr they are, in fact, a natural life-line for airmen in distress. Yom
can take 1t from the records of successful ditchings along the chain and
augnent your briefing information from the records of a recent expedition
which visited the aix most favorable islande.

Sonsider these factors in plaaning to diteh if you're forced into
that unhappy situation:

(1) An 1sland is a fixed navigational reference - much easier to
find than a floatingz raft.

(2Y Ditching in the lee of aAn {eland isn't as rouzh on the anatomy of
plane apd personnel as an opén 8eA landing.

(1) The habit of eating and drinking becomes a cramped pastime aboard
s raft, and the islands offer all the ingredients of a firest-rate
lusa - seafpod, salads, cocoruts, pApaya, 1imes, mango, taro root,
chickens and 1ittle plgs.

(4) The natives are on our team and they kmow the signals.

(§) Except as noted, the {slands are now free of Nippon'e advance
agenta,

THRZZ A's YOR SATETY,

fnly friendly natives await your arrival at ALAMAGAN, AGETHAN
and ASUNCION. In mddition to their native food And drink - whi ch
should he used with caution - they have custody of rescue cachea and
will put out siznal panels to advise passing Dumbos of your vieit,
Landingz beaches in the lae of the lslands are excellent on AGRTHAN,
#nood on ALAMAGAN, rough but ready on ASUNCION. The other 1slands
4 the chain offer various hazards, as outlined in the following
paragraphs,
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STEPPING STONES TO SAIFAN.

FAJARDS, FARALLON DE (URACAS)

The name in Spanish means "birds” and thats what it'e for. It's a
voung ieland and is still kicking up quite a fuss, Sulpbur smoke and an
occasional buret of cindere discouragee mll vezetation on ites volcanie
glopes, The only beach 1s on the SE shore, backed by a low, green-topped
outlier which is a2 remnant of a previous volcanic cone. Yire men from
a dlitched B-29 landed on this cohble beach with their liferaftes, fired
£ smoke light at a paseing Dumbo and were picked np by an ATP on station
in that viecinity. The lack of water and food - other than youneg sea birds
and eggzs - makes FAJAROS an unlikely spot to ditech but it's better than
the open sem, come whet may - and that may be a Dumbo, =nd in short order,
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